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INTRODUCTION 
Masters and items in TRIMIT can have attributes and this is a standard functionality. From portals version 

BC13 R2 the attributes are utilized on B2C and B2B webshops and SA portal on product category pages. This 

gives possibility to use attributes as product filters. 

 

The functionality described is the functionality in TRIMIT for Business Central BC13 R2. 

The pictures in this White Paper are based on the demo database for TRIMIT Business Central W1 BC13 R2, 

which is based on Microsoft Dynamics 365 Business Central on premises 2019 release wave 2 (October 

release), in the demo company CRONUS TRIMIT W1 Ltd. (based on CRONUS International Ltd. of Microsoft 

Dynamics 365 Business Central. 
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ITEM ATTRIBUTE SETUP 
This chapter contains information about the portal item attribute setups. 

 

 

REPLICATION LOG SETUP 
Before setting up the item attributes (described in next chapters below) it is important to set up attribute 

logging which is described in this chapter.  

 

NOTE: if product attributes were set before the Replication log setup, which includes Replication Publisher 

and Replication Subscriber setup - then attribute value mapping data will not be synchronized to portal and 

product filters may be empty because of Replication Log in TRIMIT is empty. To fix this, deactivate both 

Replication Publisher and Replication Subscriber and run Attribute Value Mapping schedule synchronization. 

 

Synchronization of item attributes between TRIMIT and portals can be a resource demanding and time-

consuming task – attributes can be set on potentially large number of items. Therefore, there has been 

implemented a mechanism of synchronizing only those attributes that have been changed.  

To setup the replication subscriber (replication log) navigate to Portal Item Attribute Mgt. In ribbon Actions 

click Replication Log Setup.  

 
 

NOTE: it is important to restart the Windows Client after setting the Replication Log. 

 

After this is done, a record will appear in Replication Subscriber page: 
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This means that there is created a log of all item and item attribute relations. Now after running schedule 

Item Attributes – Value Mapping, column Last Replicated Log Entry will show the number of the last 

record in the Replication Log: 

 
 

And the Replication Log with the last record (matches the image above): 

 
 

From this moment every change to attributes on item level will be reflected in this Replication Log as new 

records. And only these new log records will be synchronized to portals after running Item Attributes – 

Value Mapping schedule. 

 

Note that running Replication Log Setup (Portal Item Attribute Mgt. page) one more time brings Last 

Replicated Log Entry value to zero and next run of Item Attributes – Value Mapping schedule will be 

running through all the “item – item attribute” relations and not only modified ones. This may be relevant 

in case of attributes do not function properly on portals. 
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NOTE: column Replication should be set to value Automatic in Replication Publisher page and to value 

Manual in Replication Subscriber page (set to this value by the system) to properly log attribute changed in 

replication log. 

 

When having two portal instances connected to a single BC company, it is needed to set portal DB ID on 

replication subscriber, i.e. to have one line per each DB ID. If this is not done, then first portal instance 

updates the count in Last Replicated Log Entry field and second portal instance will have nothing to 

update. Connection Type field should be set to Portal Synchronization.  

Portal DB ID can be found in Modelyn under System/Setup/Config/License/Database Id. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ITEM ATTRIBUTE TRIMIT SETUP 
Item attributes is a standard Business Central feature. Portal integrator reuses this feature in order to 

utilize it for product filtering. 

The portal item attributes are set in Portal Item Attribute Mgt. page (navigate to 

Portals/Setup/Portals/Portal Item Attribute Mgt.)  
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Here in order to create a portal item attribute – select or create a needed item attribute.  

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIELDS 

ID 

Portal attribute ID, should be selected from drop down with item attributes 

NAME 

Portal attribute name, filled in automatically after the ID is selected 

USE AS FILTER 

If set to FALSE, then this portal item attribute will not be shown on portal as a filter. Note that the attribute 

(i.e. filter) will only be shown on category page if this portal attribute is related to products from the 

category 
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ALTERNATIVE SORTING 

Setting integer values in this field will affect the order in which the corresponding to item attributes filter 

fields will appear on category page 

USED ON EXPANDED VARIANT 

Deprecated and not used any longer. 

 

Products on B2C and B2B webshops and on SA portal can be represented either as masters or as items (one 

item per first variant which is normally a product color). Item attributes are supported in both cases.  

  

E.g. on B2C webshop: if Overview Mode is set to Show Masters and if there is a color filter on the Trousers 

category – when selecting color Black in the filter, there will be shown all masters which have color black. In 

contrast, if Overview Mode is set to Expand to first variant, which is usually a color, then on Trousers 

category all the products will be shown as items per color. And now when selecting color Black in the filter - 

only item Black should be shown for each master where this color occurs.  

 

The same on B2B webshop and SA portal when using Color overview = TRUE on category page. 

 
 

In this regard, when using Color overview, it is necessary to set a Filter Group on color VarDim type. Note, 

that this is only need for SA portal and B2B shop as B2C webshop uses a different approach.  

 
 

There should be used a Filter Group 1 on the VarDim type which can potentially be expanded to an item 

view (normally color). If filter group is not set on a color vardim type, then it will not be possible to use 

Color Overview on categories.  
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But note that if e.g. Filter Group 1 is set on both Color and Size VarDim type, then expending to color 

overview will result into expanding on both color and size on category page (showing all colors and sizes for 

each master).  

 

 

 

To select the portal attribute – look up in ID column and select the existing item attribute. 

  
 

To create a needed item attribute – go to Item Attributes page and click New. Then, fill in Name and Type 

fields. If attribute has to be disabled - set Blocked to TRUE. 

 
 

NOTE: If a new portal attribute is created, but it has not been attached to any of the items, then the related 

to this attribute filter will not be shown on portals, but it will be present in portals debug data. 
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The page Portal Item Attribute Mgt. has two actions under ribbon Home / Process – Item Attribute Values 

and Translations. 

 
 

Clicking Item Attribute Values opens values assigned to a specific attribute. Here it is also possible to add 

attribute values and value translations. Translations are used for displaying on Portals. If there is no 

translation, then system uses attribute and value names. It is also possible to block specific values in 

column Blocked – if set to TRUE, the value will not be shown in filter drop down on portal even if the value 

is assigned to a product. All the changes take effect on portal after running schedules and clearing server 

cache. 

 

BINDING ATTRIBUTE TO A PRODUCT 
Attribute can be added directly on the item. But adding them to each product may not be efficient. 

 
 

That is why it gives more sense to add attributes to a VarDim type – it can be selected in column VarDim 

Attribute Name: 
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Now there can be two ways to relate attribute values to VarDim Variant Options: 

- To manually assign attribute value to an option via going to Variant Table / Assortment (ribbon 

Home) and selecting a value for each option in column Attribute Value. 

 
 

- Another way is when attribute values can be created and assigned to VarDim variant options 

automatically. For this – select the needed VarDim type (on page VarDim Types in column VarDim 

Attribute Name) and navigate to ribbon Actions. Here click Create & Attach Item Attribute Values 

– this will create item attribute values based on VarDim type options and bind them together. 

Note, that this will not create item attribute translations: 
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There will a confirmation window: 

 
 

If attribute had values before, then these values will be overwritten by new values. 

 
 

After each change in VarDim type and item attribute relation it is required to update items by clicking 

Update items with VarDim Variant Options Attributes in ribbon Actions.  
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There will be a confirmation window: 

 
 

Then it should be possible to select updating current or all VarDim Types. 

 
 

After clicking OK the system initiates updating all attribute values for the related VarDim types for the 

related items. This will be reflected on the item level: 
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NOTE: item attributes can only be set on either master or item level. I.e. if attribute is set on a master level 

then the same attribute cannot be overwritten on item level. 

 

All “item – item attribute” relations are stored in table 7505 Item Attribute Value Mapping. This table data 

is synchronized to a Modelyn table Custom Data (group TRM-ITEM-ATTR-VALUE-MAP) when running 

corresponding schedule. Deleting records in this table removes attributes from e.g. item level. 

 

 

 

ITEM ATTRIBUTE PORTALS SETUP 
There are several schedules related to item attributes, which are as follows: 

- Item Attributes – Setup 

- Item Attributes – Values 

- Item Attributes – Value Mapping 

- Item Attributes – Value Translation 

- Item Attributes – Translation 

 

 
 

ITEM ATTRIBUTES – SETUP 

Synchronizes item attributes from page Portal Item Attributes Mgt. The data is stored in Custom Data in 
group TRM-ITEM-ATTRIBUTE-SETUP 
 

ITEM ATTRIBUTES – VALUES 

Synchronizes item attribute values into Modelyn Custom Data table group TRM-ITEM-ATTRIBUTE-VALUE 
 



PORTALS ITEM ATTRIBUTES 

 © TRIMIT A/S PAGE 13 OF 17 

ITEM ATTRIBUTES – VALUE MAPPING 

Synchronizes the relation of each item, attribute and attribute value and stores this data in Modelyn table 
Custom Data group TRM-ITEM-ATTR-VALUE-MAP 
 

ITEM ATTRIBUTES – VALUE TRANSLATIONS 

Synchronizes item attribute value translations and stores this data in Modelyn table Custom Data group 
TRM-ITEM-ATTR-VALUE-TRANS 
 

ITEM ATTRIBUTES – TRANSLATIONS 

Synchronizes item attribute translations and stores this data in Modelyn table Custom Data group TRM-
ITEM-ATTRIBUTE-TRANSLATION. 
 
The schedules can be activated from Update shop page in soft admin on all portals, PIR dashboard or PIR 
master admin page. 
 
As item attributes are stored in Modelyn database, then in order to see the attribute related data fetched 
on category page, you can go to portals debug data and expand DATA: id(dataitems): 
Open debug data (make sure Debug Mode is On) 

 
 
View Debug data: 

 
 
Attribute and values in debug data: 
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PRODUCTS SORT ORDER 
The default sort options are based on available custom data and statistics. This can be further customized 

by adding additional sorting options. 

 
 
Macros for sorting field on B2C categories is in a shared.xml file, located at \cpoadmin\resources\macros\ 

(shared as also used in SA/B2B). There should be a reference to this file in portals view file, - it is there in 

the standard, but if the solution has been upgraded, make sure to check it has been added 
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B2C view file: 

 
 

Reference to macro file inside the view file: 
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ERROR SOLVING 
If after assigning attributes to VarDim Variant Options the Replication Log is empty then: 

- Check and implement the related KBs 

- Check that Attribute Value ID is set on VarDim Variant Option (via About This Page): 
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If not set – implement the KB and reassign the attributes to VarDim types again. 

 

- Restart the windows client after changing the Replication Log setup. 

 


